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And | shall harden 7v73’s heart ... And he will not listen to you ... And I shall take out My legions,
My People the 257 23, from the land of Egypt..."(Shmos 7:3,4)

Was it really necessary to harden nv12’s heart? What would have been different if mv7s
would have allowed the Jews to leave? Explains R’ Chaim Friedlander, 1: Had ny7» listened to
myn's demand that Y%7 "33 be released from Egypt, we might be grateful in some manner to mv7s.
77apn did not want X7 713 to become thankful to anyone but Him. Consequently, He created a
situation where it was obvious that only 17apn — without any “assistance” — took us out of a>3n.

The w1 teaches us the significance of directing our gratitude to its true source. 31 7Y
killed a "g» who was striking a Jew. When this became known, g was forced to flee the country
fearing for his life. He came to 1:7». One day, as n’'s daughters were pushed away by a band of
ruffians, ny» stepped in and dispersed the would-be attackers. When the girls came home, they
told their father, inn7, that an »3» vx had rescued them. The common explanation is that my» was
dressed as a "xn. Thus, they thought that it was a “13» who had intervened on their behalf.

The w7 interprets the words differently by first citing a >¢». A man is bitten by a wasp
and runs to the river to cool off the stinging bite. Arriving at the river, he sees a child drowning
and jumps in to save him. The child tells the man, “If not for you, | would have drowned.” The man
replies, “If not for the wasp, | would not have been here to save you.” When in”'s daughters
thanked nyn» for saving them, he told them, “Do not thank me; thank the »x» that | killed. If not for
him, | would not be here today.”

In our case, "7 did not want us to have any trace of gratitude towards mv7s. The purpose
hardening nv72’s heart was to direct Y%7t "12 to give praises and thanks only to 7. If 2x7%” 12
would have departed from Egypt with misdirected gratitude, it would have undermined the entire
oxn nx'y? and would have distorted its important lessons.

There are many valuable lessons we can learn from the fact that 7 did not want 7y to
receive any recognition. However, there is one important lesson that is easily overlooked: We
must carefully think about all the people who help us, (daily, weekly or even once a

lifetime) and then thank them all.
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R” Pinchas Hirschprung "s1, was born in Dokla, Poland. His maternal
grandfather, R’ Dovid Tevli (0?10 nran Hy2/1°7 n°2 ax), 21 of the Pshevorker
27 (R’ Yankele), the Klausenberger °27 and others, was his *27. At 13, he
published omio 19, By 15, he was editing the monthly 7710 journal of 5173
SR, 710 98, He joined 199217 "non n2°ws, where his 27, R’ Meir Shapiro
5"y1 testified that omid "1 knew 2200 2°97 of RXna -9 Yval During WWII, he
fled to Vilna and then, in 1942, secured a Canadian visa. There, he
accepted the position of 171> n7v N9°7327 27 in Montreal. When 197% naw»
77N opened, he became 172°w° wXA. His N1°"13R3 was only matched by his
Mp7% and 7011. He was elected 7°v;7 7"2R), Chief Rabbi, of Montreal.
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While yet a wm, R
Pinchus Hirschsprung 731, a
paan ™aon of R' Meir Shapiro
5731, took over his 121 as the
mia, tester, for TR
applying to the n2'v” after the
»27's 7w, This meant being
fluent, 72 %¥2, on 400 X397
These unusual words are on
his 132p: n™37127 52 wo1 1N
3 xvow — He was the
beloved of the soul of his 33,
the 1ix3, R' Meir Shapiro 5"31.
His '27, R' Shapiro, once
remarked, "It would have
been °x13, worth it, for me to
open the 192 nan AWy, just

for this one ™n7nl"

Los Angeles, CA

4:45
. nm1 nphTa

8:50
9:30 YR RSP T R0

10:20 7995n 11T 710
5:04 nypw
o P'wm

NARI MY

5'T X29277 32 UTIUR QY




TR T T

This is y8 and 7wy ... This is vy and 1978 (Shmos 6:26,27)

TR R Ty TR X — This is 8 and s to whom i said: v
MR PAPEY Wi TIGR? Y DOTRRY Ninipn w) nwnY TR o°TRRY ninipn There are
places where the 17 puts 19x before 7v» and there are places where the
min puts 7v» before 17X, to teach that they are of equal significance (7
from 8p2°my).

Aside from their other praiseworthy qualities, ny» and Tgx were
both exceedingly humble people; each one of them saw the other one as
being more worthy than himself.

On the eighth day of the dedication of the 13u», after nyn had
performed the service for seven days, 1y was instructed to offer the
sacrifices of the day as 213 172. As 1 relates, “1Mgxr was embarrassed and
afraid to approach. nyn said to him, ‘Why are you embarrassed? This is
what you were chosen for.” ("2 — 70 X7, citing 02372 n2in)

Later, after the sacrifices had been offered and the np>w had not
yet descended, 1axr said, “I know that n~apn had become angry with me,
and because of me the n3"ovw did not descend.”(>"w — a2:v XIp. After yn
and R prayed for oy a2, the nyow descended.)

g also tells us that when npow did not descend after nuwn's
seven days of service, the people became concerned. yn told them, “My
brother 7% is worthier and more important than |, for through his offerings
and his service, the np2v will rest among you.”

The genuine humility of n7in leaders in all generations causes |
them to hold their peers in the highest esteem while viewing themselves in
a very different light.
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R' Moshe Neuschloss, venerable 17 of New Square, suffered from
a heart condition in his later years for which he was under the care of a
renowned New York cardiologist. As a general rule, R' Neuschloss arrived
for appointments punctually or early; he was rarely late.

On one patrticular afternoon, R' Neuschloss arrived shortly past
noon for an appointment that had been scheduled for one o’clock. After
presenting himself to the secretary, he seated himself in the waiting room,
withdrew a 90 which he carried on his person and began to learn.

A few minutes later, R' Moshe Feinstein (henceforth referred to
here as ‘R' Moshe’, as he was universally known), entered the doctor’s
office for his appointment. The two 170 luminaries, who enjoyed a very
close relationship and often conferred about halachic issues, greeted each
other warmly.

Soon afterwards, the receptionist announced that R' Moshe
should come to the examination room, explaining to R' Neuschloss that R’
Moshe had arrived on time for his appointment, which was scheduled for
12:30, 2 hour ahead of R' Neuschloss’ appointment.

R' Moshe was visibly distressed. He walked over to R' Neuschloss
and said, “The 17 should go first; n9ina 7923 demands that he go first. And
after all, the 27 was waiting here ahead of me.”

R' Neuschloss smiled broadly. “n2in1 79227” he responded. “ 7123
77ina demands that the 72w vk be first! And as the secretary said, the wxn
72°wY's appointment is ahead of mine.”

Very reluctantly, R' Moshe made his way to the examination room.
When he emerged some time later, he apologized to R’ Neuschloss, who
smiled and replied sincerely that, of course, no apologies were necessary.

Late that night, R' Neuschloss received a telephone call from R’

Moshe. “As | was preparing to retire for the night,” R' Moshe explained, “|
was thinking about what had happened today. | feel that | erred in
allowing myself to go ahead of the 21. | ask 7°mnm of him ..."
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' Should Manny try to stop the ¥ )i¥? from being spread around?
*The results of the general elections were tallied. Harry Weinberg was
voted in, for the first time, as the newest Jewish council member. Harry
was ralsed to live an orthodox life, but had strayed away from his parents' path. He
openly voiced his opinions, which demonstrated his disregard for the 77in. Within
moments after the election results were announced, Harry became the central topic

of discussion. Manny was upset about some of the ¥7:3 1% that was being said.
Answer: The MoK of ¥73 1% applies only to someone who is in the category of 30°»y, meaning: one

who is considerate towards nigz 77in ~miw. If, however, one is known as an 0\NipaR, by willfully denying
and showing disregard for the 777, then it actually is a m3» to speak ¥77 137 about such a person.
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Dear Talmid,

R' Pinchus Hirschprung %31, Chief Rabbi of Montreal, was
not only known for his brilliant mind, but also for his sensitive heart
that was always open to help another 7% in trouble. There were times
that he was only able to accomplish his remarkable acts of 797 by
fusing both of these n¥>yn, special attributes, together.

Once, a ™ in Montreal was in need of assistance from the
Polish government. Although the Polish Consulate General was in
Montreal, since the issue was sensitive, the best solution was having a
face to face meeting with the Polish ambassador in the Embassy. The
Polish Embassy is stationed in Ottawa. The journey from Montreal to
Ottawa takes over two hours. The man requested that R' Hirschprung
accompany him and testify on his behalf to the Polish ambassador.
Without hesitation, the 29 graciously agreed to travel the one hundred
and twenty five mile trip to help his fellow Jew.

The 7 picked up R’ Hirschprung at the appointed time.
While en-route, R' Hirschprung skimmed through all the documents
the man had put together. One "non-important” item in the car was a
Polish book, written by this same ambassador. Being fluent in Polish,
R' Hirschprung glanced through the book rapidly. When they entered
the ambassador's office. he began to recite the entire message of the
book to the amazed diplomat. The ambassador smiled. R' Hirschprung
had spoken about a topic that warmed his heart. He spread his arms
wide and said, “Rabbi, anything I can do for you, T will.”

My b, with sagely wisdom, R' Hirschprung understood
that if one spends time and energy writing a book, the book's topic
would be dear to his heart. The same is true of the effort and extra time
you spend writing down your 770 thoughts in an orderly fashion. Not
only does writing clarify the subject matter and help you remember it,

it also helps the 71330 become dearer to your heart!
nmrTs, Your "27

® Sgpe Sayeng )

R' Pinchus Hirschsprung 9”3, the Chief Rabbi of Montreal,
was beloved by his community. He once divulged to his
daughter that if they judge him harshly in x3n o5y, the
next world, for o¥pnY oN 13 m1ay, he will accept it; but,
if they judge him harshly on ¥9an% o 13 nvvay, he will
protest. "1 X DYaYYLY) VY 1ayh 19N PN NN PN — 1
khave never in my life caused anguish to another Jew!" /
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Hatsoha Corner
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® On v7in wX1 if one omitted X37) 77¥? in 70y MY, then one must
repeat MYy MinY with X7 72, except for the 17y My of 27wn.

o If, while davening 7y 73in of 27¥» on YTin WX, one omitted 71737
X27), even if one only said 7 7ipy T2 from the 71373 of MI7N), one

does not go back and should continue with the rest of 72wy nyny.
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1. What was the purpose of mentioning that 1372 was the brother of
the wife of TMg8— (373™¥ N2 ¥2U9N)?

2. How did mum convey to v72 the precise time when 772 n2» would
happen?

tnswers
1. The purpose of mentioning that 1iw'n; was the brother of the wife of 173X is to
teach that one who marries a woman must investigate her brothers. mnx n”71
nem (6,23)

2. ayn drew a marking on the wall for ;792 and said “Tomorrow when the sun
kwill reach this point, the hail will descend.” anp nyy n”1 (9.18) /
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