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My father made me take an oath, saying, “Behold, | am about to die; bury me in the grave | bought
in the land of Canaan...” (Bereishis 50:5)

apy» wanted to be buried in the 79921 Ny, the gravesite he “bought in the land of 13." 2Py
bought this gravesite from 1y with whom he shared the inheritance of the burial ground. He bought
out 1y’s share so that he would retain exclusive rights to it for always.

The m7in uses the rather unusual Hebrew word "n™3 to convey that he had “bought” the
gravesite. *u1 explains that the word *n"3 brings to mind a 3, a pile. The implication is that 2py>
piled up all his money and offered it to 1y. “Here,” he was in effect saying, “take all the money |
made outside Canaan. It is yours. All | want is the m75331 ny». Sell it to me, and all of this is yours.”

During his years with 127, 27y showed himself to be quite competent with his business
negotiations. When negotiating to buy 1gy's share of the n72323 ny», we would have expected him
to be more conventional. Furthermore, 2py» was always very careful with his possessions. He even
went back for o"up oo rather than just abandon them unnecessarily. He understood that wealth
should not be squandered. What was 17y: thinking when he said, “Here, take everything | own"?

When 2py> returned from o3x 175 after an absence of 20 years, the 77 tells us that “apy?
feared greatly.” What did he fear? The w7n explains: 3py> was afraid 1y exceeded him in merit in
two nign: vy had been living in 83t y2% and honoring his parents all the years 1py» had been away

apy> understood that he must demonstrate that he was as intensely dedicated to these niy»
as was Yy, if not more so. How could he show that he loved 7871 y2x intensely and how deeply he
cared for his parents?

1py> saw a way to accomplish both of these goals with the purchase of the 772321 nyn. By
telling 1y, “Take everything | own in exchange for an extra piece of %7 8. All that is important to
me is to be buried next to my revered parents. Compared to this, everything else is meaningless.”

True, 2py> could have tried to drive a better bargain. But he wasn't focused on a transient

monetary transaction. This was a priceless opportunity to show his deep inner feeling.
Happy is the person that is able to exchange his material wealth for spiritual
eternity!
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in his 190, W %p, defines
the dedication of a "W
2. "It is not defined so
much by the fervor with
which he learns during the
regular hours in n2°t», which
he is obligated to do so, but
by what he does with his
time during his oo 2.
How does he use his 'free’
time? Does he plan exactly
what is he going to learn?"
This idea applies not only to
a w2 v We are all
defined by the way we
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R” Arye Leib Bakst was born in Daltish, Lithuania to R” Yaakov Yehoshua
7"7, the town 2. At the age of 9, he went to learn by R Neiman in Lida.
After his mx»n 73, he went to 71 2w, He followed 7°» n2°w” to Vilna, and
heard 2>myw from R” Boruch Ber and the Brisker 27. He was part of the
miraculous escape of the 7°» n2°w° to Shanghai, China. In 1946, he married
anoR, daughter of R” Rogov, 27 of Sainy, Lithuania. After the war, they
traveled to the US and moved to Detroit as a 72°w° WX of 77 N2 naowo.
In 1985, he founded the >3777 WY 77173 72°w°. He served as a 172°w° WXA
for over 50 years and was a beacon of light for the community who
cleaved to him and the 77077 nanax that flowed through his veins.
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Yehuda - you, your brother’s shall acknowledge ... and white toothed from
milk. (B'reishis 49,8-12) i

»na ~ writes that every letter of the n»2-A7x is included in ap’s
blessing, with the exception of the letter 1, to show us that the battles won
by 717’s royal descendants will not be won with the help of arms (172 —
arms), but rather with the Name of 77api. And in fact n730’s own name
includes all the four letters of 17apn’'s Name and in addition a 7 (fourth letter
of the n"2-a7x8) because he was the fourth son.
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The nhvw that R' Tzvi Hirsch owned bore the silver novy of his
grandfather, the Sigheter Rebbe. He received it as a wedding gift and it
held a very special place in his heart. As the Nazis forced his family from
their home, the one item he felt he must take along was this treasured n*%v.
Upon arriving in Auschwitz, he was ordered to immediately relinquish all
his possessions, including his cherished n'?v. He was assigned to sort
through the articles of the recent arrivals and was reunited with his n*u.
But he knew it would be impossible to hide such a bulky item. If he wanted
to keep his n*yv, he would have to modify it. He transformed it to a jup n°%v,
which could be worn underneath his prisoner uniform.

The bathhouse guard, a German communist named Fanicks, was
given the glorified task of checking to make sure that the inmates did not
bring along any extra clothing. Noticing a bulge protruding from R' Tzvi
Hirsch's thin frame, Fanicks grabbed him and interrogated him about his
suspicious garment. The 21 replied that it was “12%p ouxx 1"k — a spiritual
garment.” Suddenly, the vicious guard’s face became suffused with rage.
He invited R' Tzvi Hirsch to join him in the adjacent room where he
planned to show him a thing or two about G-d. Without warning, he began
beating the 17 mercilessly for his eriminal behavior. “I'll teach you once
and for all! Your friends and family are being murdered by the thousands,
and you are foolish enough to still believe in G-d!? How dare you!” As the
11 lay on the ground, broken in spirit, Fanicks stood over him and warned
him that unless the 21 has a valid explanation, he would be killed.

R' Tzvi Hirsch knew this was no idle threat. He recognized that if
he did not come up with a valid explanation he would die. He uttered a
silent prayer, and then he nervously related the following parable: “A great
world leader, suffering from a perilous disease which required surgery,
summoned the most prestigious surgeon. The surgeon had to cut deeply
into the man’s chest in order to perform the operation. After opening the
man's chest, the doctor continued to cut until he was able to reach the area
needing repair. A shoemaker stood by, watching in horror. He knew that
when he formed a shoe he would never pierce through the heart of the
leather with a knife. To his eyes, not only was this doctor not healing the
man, but he was actually stabbing him in the chest — killing him!

“Now, do you think that the surgeon would stop because some
disapproving shoemaker, who knows nothing about medicine, wants him
to? Most certainly not!” He looked up toward his enemy. “I am a simple
shoemaker who knows nothing about medicine. No, | don't understand why
the most compassionate and benevolent Father is allowing harm to befall
His children. But one thing | do know. | am a simple-minded man of mere
flesh and blood who understands nothing about the ways of the A-mighty!”

A miracle happened. The guard's face softened and he even
smiled. He was amused, perhaps even amazed, at the answer the Jew had
given. As a reward, not only did he pardon the offender and return to him
his contraband n°%v, he even invited R’ Tzvi Hirsch to come to him for any

extra provisions he might need for the duration of the war. But all of that
was secondary. More important was, he still possessed his most
prized possession — his treasured n*;v.
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Dear Talmid,

mavey wNn, R' Leib Bakst %731, would become visibly upset
when he would hear 7931 thoughts which he believed were incorrect.

Once, at a mnn, R' Bakst was sitting next to the Mirrer @x
m3*wn, R' Shmuel Berenbaum, %731 The discussion between the two
o»en *1°%%0 immediately turned to trying to understand an interesting
concept that appears in a few places in o7& of =% * M, Let us
believe what we are hearing from this person 'because’ this person has
no incentive to lie. R' Shmuel offered his explanation with a complex
7129, but R' Bakst would not accept the logic.

The discussion quickly turned into a full fledged argument.
Both raised their voices as they tried to explain their thoughts. It was
as if they were in the w37% n2. Their arguments were loud and the
hands of both of the nia"wy *wx7 were flying all over the place. At one
point in the heated argument, R' Bakst got up off his chair, threatening
to walk away. He returned and begged the m3»2? wX" to explain the
logic of his vws. R' Berenbaum repeated his thought, but R' Bakst
would not budge and exclaimed loudly, "...But what is your logic?".
He then turned his chair away to face the other direction. A moment
later, R' Bakst turned back and they continue arguing.

The dancing began and it was not long before the two xR}
niavw danced together in the center circle. Hand in hand, they danced
in order to be num the 107. The obvious admiration they had for each
other was clear to the onlookers.

My %0, 97 teach us that 799 B¢ \mpmom, arguing in
learning, creates and forges friendship. Can you figure out why? Both
people have the same goal — Inainy 7 %Y, for '7 and for the love of
His 7in. The same is true with a “2)/father that is learning with a
child. Both the %23 and father want to see the child being successful;
therefore, the more they learn together, the stronger the bond.
mrTs, Your %237
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R' Arye Leib Bakst Y41, related how when R' Yeruchem Levovitz
Y9t was ill and had lost his appetite, the doctor was extremely
concerned. R' Yeruchem asked, "If I eat the food, what is the
difference?" The doctor explained, "Eating food without appetite
does not provide the same nourishment!". R' Bakst continued,
AP 1993 NN DISN PN IPIY s NINY DR DRN DR APt AT
HyopNN VYY) m — The same is true with spirituality; learning
and mign without 'fire', one cannot grow. /
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Can Chevy tell her parents or brother about what she saw? '
*Avi's parents passed away young. The younger children were split up
to stay by various family and friends. Avi stayed by his friend, Levi.
Avi was a spunky little nine year old, who enjoyed having fun, sometimes without
realizing the consequences. Avi noticed that Levi left his shoes all over the place, so
he decided, on his own initiative, to hide Levi's shoes. Levi's older sister, Chevy,
witnessed Avi's prank. Later that night, Chevy put the shoes back next to Levi's bed.

Answer: It is definitely ¥ 1) for Chevy to mention anything to Levi. In regards to telling her
parents, it is not ¥ 13w if her intent is that her parents need to be aware of Avi's antics. However, if
relating the story could lead to Avi being sent away, Chevy must consult a 27 before speaking to her

e Even though w7in wXY begins at night, one is not required to add
anything to their 779 at night in honor of w7in UX".

o Those who are stringent with nig» are careful to add an extra food
item during their U7\ WX 7wy, whether it is a weekday or a nav,

that indicates that it is a special occasion. /

1. From which action of 11728 2py? do we learn that a person is required
to give honor to royalty?

2. How does *"¢1 deduce which two of the brothers really wanted to
kill n09?

Answers
1. 3pw exerted himself to sit up on his bed, because his son, 50%, was a mler.
oNI! pInnN 11 (48,2)
2. 127 wanted to rescue oY, I suggested selling 701, The hatred of the *123

ningys was not total. 73w and 12137 would not have spoken in the presence
\)f their older brothers. This leaves TWw»© and "2. NN %) YvHY 771 (49.5)/
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