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Torah Thoughts 
               Regarding the statement in the Ten Commandments "You shall not covet," the Ibn Ezra asks in his 
commentary on the Torah, how the Torah can command of person something that one cannot fulfill? After all, is it 
possible to prevent one from coveting in ones heart a beautiful thing that one sees? If not, how can the Torah require 
mankind to fulfill a command that is impossible uphold. In an attempt to answer his question the Ibn Ezra explains a 
great principle of emunah (faith). That is, one must know and believe that life, children, and ones livelihood are not 
dependent on one’s own abilities and efforts rather they are all dependent on the workings of Heaven and on what is 
decreed from above.  If it is decreed for one to receive a certain thing he will indeed receive that thing without any 
delay. The opposite is also true. If it is not decreed from Heaven that one should receive something, all the effort 
that one expends will not help this person obtain it or reach it. One must instill faith in his heart and believe in a 
perfect faith this principle. If one labor to reach this level of emuna then it will be that he will not covet other 
people’s possessions to the extent that he will not even have thoughts regarding the matter. He will simply reason 
that if it was destined from above he receive this item, he will receive it immediately in the right time and if it is was 
not destined that he receive it nothing will help for him to receive it. The Ibn Ezra brings a parable to explain this 
principle. Just as a peasant in a village does not even think about the possibility to marry the daughter of the king 
knowing that this could never possibly happen and just like a person does not aspire to fly in the sky like a bird 
knowing very well that he will never have wings so too when a person reaches this perfect level of emuna then any 
money he earns, woman he marries or anything (physical or spiritual) he obtains will not be attributed to his own 
knowledge or actions, rather to what was destined from Hashem. And if indeed the thing is destined to be his, he 
will receive it, and if not, there is no chance that he can go against Heaven’s decree to obtain it. By reaching this 
state of mind one in effect has fulfilled the commandment of “do not covet in your heart.” The story is told about 
Rabbi Abraham Ibn Ezra who was a very poor man and lived all his life in poverty. His good friend Maimonides 
(the Rambam) was anxious to help him financially, but Rabbi Ibn Ezra resisted and refused under any circumstances 
to get financial help from others. The Rambam sat and thought to himself how he can help his good friend without 
his knowledge, when a clever idea flashed into his mind! The Rabbi Abraham Ibn Ezra goes out every morning for 
shacharit (morning prayers) to the synagogue near his home and on his way to prayer he crosses over a nearby 
bridge. The Rambam thought to himself that he will place money on the bridge and according to the Halacha “one 
who finds scattered money may keep them.” This way the Rabbi Ibn Ezra could lawfully keep the money through a 
just find rather than through a charity. The Rambam decided to carry out his plan. He woke up the next morning and 
went to the bridge to scatter paper money bills very close to the usual arrival time of the Ibn Ezra. The Rambam then 
hit by a nearby tree and anticipated his good friend’s arrival. Soon after the Ibn Ezra arrived and to the Rambam’s 
amazement crossed the bridge with his eyes closed not even noticing the scattered money that was prepared 
especially for him. The Rambam immediately approached his good friend and asked him explicitly, “Why did you 
cross the bridge today with your eyes closed?” The Ibn Ezra answered him, “Every day I cross this bridge on the 
way to the Beit Knesset and today I told myself I wonder if I can pass this bridge successfully while closing my 
eyes? And indeed I succeeded.” The Rambam heard this and decided to share his plan with the Ibn Ezra regarding 
the scattered money on the bridge. The Ibn Ezra answered the Rambam, a person only receives what he deserves and 
what he doesn’t deserve nothing in the world will help. Even if the person obtains the money through just ways, if 
he doesn’t deserve it, the money will eventually leave his possession in other ways. There is a story told of Rabbi 
Chaim of Volozhin, who held a great meeting of rabbis in a home, attended by heads of the yeshivas and greatest 
people of the generation. During the gathering one of the elder rabbis stood up and while getting up he accidentally 
pulled the table cloth off the table and all the glass cups and bottles on the table fell down to the ground. Everyone 
immediately turned and bent down to pick up what fell, when Rabbi Chaim stood up and yelled “Stop! Mind you! If 
there is a penny in my house that was obtained illegally, which I didn’t deserve then let the glasses or dishes break, 
but if all the money in my house is clean and obtained lawfully then let all the dishes not break. And indeed all the 
dishes that fell were whole and no dishes had broken. From these stories we see the great obligation incumbent on 
us to strengthen our selves to develop a perfect emuna and to live in tranquility and peace and with knowledge that 
there is a director that is leading our paths and lives for goodness and for blessing.  
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